Community Profile: Dignity-Integrity Rochester
Dignity-Integrity/Rochester (D-I/R) was chartered in 1975 as the first combined chapter of the national organizations of Dignity/USA and Integrity, Inc. Dignity/USA is a national organization focusing on LGBTQ+ rights in the Catholic Church. Integrity Inc. functions similarly with respect to the Episcopal Church. This marriage of the two groups allowed for a trailblazing, first-of-its-kind organization committed to social and spiritual support for LGBTQ+ and LGBTQ-accepting person of faith, as well as creating a community “with regional and national connections in the struggle for justice in church and society.”

Many people have called Dignity-Integrity home over the past 43 years – having felt unwelcome, unsafe, or unaffirmed in their home churches. Their chartered history gives a unique look into the mission Dignity-Integrity champions: “All of us belong as a prophetic challenge to those in authority and as a ministry to those who have felt wounded or abandoned by organized religion. Our fellowship is a vital witness to all that our lives and loves are whole and holy.”

Through weekly worship services, and social activities held throughout the year, Dignity-Integrity cultivates a loving community that provides support, love, and care to one another. Each Sunday brings a special service, aimed to honor both the Roman Catholic and Episcopal branches of the organization. First and Third Sundays offer a unique Episcopal Eucharist service in the evenings (you can sleep in!) Second Sundays brings a special Roman Catholic service; Liturgy of the Word. Fourth Sundays focuses on short prayer followed by a potluck dinner for community. See our side-bar for Dignity-Integrity’s April schedule of services.

A spokesperson for Dignity-Integrity noted that each person who has passed through the doors of the Church of St. Luke and St. Simon Cyrene – where Dignity-Integrity meets and worships, 17 Fitzhugh St S, Rochester, New York 14614 – has sought something different:
“Some came seeking to be healed and others for reconciliation with their Church. Some came seeking answers and others to have their beliefs validated. Still others came hoping to be prophetic witness to their Church as LGBT Christians or to be instruments of change within their faith traditions. Some were simply looking for a safe and comfortable place to worship. Whatever the reason, Dignity-Integrity has been there and is still here.”

Dignity-Integrity has worked closely with local and state-wide organizations to further advance recognition of LGBTQ+ people in communities of faith, and to provide resources and support to the local community. They are a member of Interfaith Advocates for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People, which serves to provide witness to the “wholeness and holiness” of queer people of faith, and affiliates of Fortunate Families: which focuses on families of LGBTQ+ people in the Roman Catholic Church. Dignity-Integrity also works with Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality Network to provide housing and assistance to homeless and housing-unstable families. 
“Whether you or someone you love are looking for a safe place to worship or fellowship, seeking healing from the violence our religious traditions have directed toward LGBTI people, or need support on the journey,” Dignity-Integrity welcomes everyone to visit and take part in a service, or stop by for a potluck dinner to get to know other members. 
“Our fellowship is a vital witness to all that our lives and loves are whole and holy.”

For more information, to get involved, or seek assistance, call 585-234-5092 or email info@di-rochester.org

[SIDEBAR]

DIGNITY-INTEGRITY April 2018 Schedule

April 1st at 5 PM

Easter Sunday 

Episcopal Eucharist with music with Reverend Michael Laver presiding.

April 8th at 5 PM

Catholic Liturgy with Gloria Ulterino presiding.

April 15th at 5 PM

Quiet Episcopal Eucharist with Reverend Jimmie Sue Deppe presiding.

April 22nd at 5 PM

Prayers to Start the Week followed by a potluck supper.

April 29th at 5 PM

Catholic Liturgy service with music with Reverend Patti LaRosa presiding 
